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placed they may be, will not be enough to remove the bad taste
in the mouth left by these revelations.

Tomg India, 23-2-1922

192.   GOVERNMENT DENIALS
1.   ON BEHALF OF THE BIHAR GOVERNMENT
The Bihar Publicity Officer sends me the following for publi-
cation in reply to my statement in my rejoinder to the Govern-
ment of India's reply to my manifesto addressed to H,E. the
Viceroy;
In the manifesto dated the 7th February issued by Mr. Gandhi from
Bardoli, mention is made of certain acts of "lawless repression" by the
Government, which in his opinion justify resort to civil disobedience.
Among these nstanccs is the following item: "looting, admitted by the
Bihar Government, of villages by an officer and his company without any
permission from anyone". The reference is evidently to the Dhanaha
Thana incident, and the plain implication of this statement is that the
looting was carried out under the orders of the officer in charge of the
police company and that this fact is admitted by the Bihar Government.
The substance of the statement made by the Chief Secretary in the Legis-
lative Council to which Mr. Gandhi evidently refers is as follows :
"On the 27th December 1921, on receipt of information from Mr.
Mackinnon, Manager of the Baikunthpur Factory, that certain villages
were in a very disturbed state, the military mounted police marched
through Pipariah, Bairatwa, Chanderporc and Sihulia. The allegations of
looting in village Pipariah appeared on the rinding of the District Magis-
trate to be entirely without foundation. Some looting, however, did take
place in the other three villages. The District Magistrate was of opinion
that the looting which occurred was in no way systematic but sporadic,
a few sowars slipping down side-lanes and taking articles from owners. The
Inspector in charge knew nothing about it till the villagers of Sihulia
came up and complained, when the property was, under the orders of the
Inspector, restored on the spot. The Inspector General of Police had
been requested to take disciplinary action against those $owars against
whom there was definite evidence of having taken part in looting, and the
Sub-Divisional Officer, Bettiah, is to take cognizance of any offences that
may be disclosed during the enquiry."
The statement made by Government makes it clear that the publish-
ed reports of the looting were much exaggerated and that such looting as
took place was the act of individual sowars. It also shows that Government